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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because figures 3 and figure 5 are not legible. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even If only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hartman et 
al. (hereinafter "Hartman"; (U.S. Patent Number 6,380,852 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, with reference to figures 1-2A, Hartman teaches an outlet tap 
(figure 1, element 102), which is provided with an outlet (figure 1, outlet 80) and 
connected with a domestic commercial power source (plug in to power source via 
connection 82 and 114 of figure 1) to supply electric power to an electric appliance 
having been connected with said outlet (such as appliance 117), characterized in that 
said outlet tap comprises: a power source cut-off device for interrupting said electric 
power source in said outlet (column 5 lines 8-34); a radio receiver means for receiving a 
control signal through a radio communication line; and, a control means for controlling 
said power source cut-off device on the basis of said control signal having been 
received in said radio receiver means (figures 3-6, column 7 line 52 to column 11 line 
6). 



3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Berg (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication Number U.S. 2004/0196142 Al). 

Regarding claim 6, with reference to figures 1-3 and descriptions, Berg teaches 
a power source cut-off system (abstract, paragraph [0008]) constructed of: an outlet tap 
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(figure 1 , outlet 22) which is connected with a domestic commercial power source (via 
plug 12 of figures 1-2) to supply electric power to an electrical appliance (such as 
computer 2 in figure 2); and, a telephone set connected in between an external 
telephone line and a telephone set to control said outlet tap (figure 3, telephone and 
transmitter), characterized in that said outlet tap comprises: an outlet with which said 
electrical appliance is connected (figure 2); a power source cut-off device for 
interrupting said power source at said outlet (paragraph [0008]); a receiver means for 
receiving a radio signal issued from said power source cut-off device (paragraph 
[0008]); and, a control means for controlling said power source cut-off device on the 
basis of said radio signal having been received in said receiver means (paragraph 
[0008]), and characterized in that said power source cut-off device comprises: a control 
signal receiver means for receiving a control signal having been transmitted through 
said external telephone line; and, a transmitter means for transmitting said radio signal 
to said outlet tap on the basis of said control signal receiver means (figure 3, 
paragraphs [0008] - [0012]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hartman 
in view of Dungan (U.S. Patent Number 6,794,991). 

Regarding claim 2, Hartman discloses the invention but does not disclose that 
said outlet tap further comprises: a result signal generator means for generating a result 
signal representing the result of power source cut-off perfonnance of the power source 
of said electrical appliance. 

In an analogous art, Dungan discloses a monitoring system for monitoring the 
status of different individual station and report it to the master station (see summary of 
the invention and claims 40, 50). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the reporting features of Dungan to the 
system of Hartman, The motivation for incorporating would be to provide the added 
comfort of to the user by providing feedback to let him know that the appliance has been 
turned off (disconnected) from the power source just as he wanted. 

5. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hartman in view of Feuerstein et al. (hereinafter "Feuerstein"; U.S. Patent Number 
5.978,457) 

Regarding claim 10, with reference to figure 1 and description, Hartman 
discloses a power source cut-off system serving as a remote control system for 
remotely controlling an outlet tap (figure 1, outlet tap 80), wherein said outlet tap is an 
object to be controlled by means of an external communication instrument through a 
telephone line (figure 1, telephone 104, columns 5-6). However, Hartman does not 
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disclose that the power source cut-ofF system comprises a call center which is 
connected with said telephone line, corresponds a telephone subscriber and manages 
the data of said subscriber, wherein said subscriber's data includes a subscriber's 
telephone number in his or her house; and, a power source cut-off device for catching a 
phone call issued from said call center through said telephone line to perform the 
control of a power source cut-off operation. 

In an analogous art, Feuerstein discloses an alarm communication method and 
device (abstract, see summary of the invention). Feuerstein further discloses a call 
center (figure 2, call center 204) which is connected with said telephone line (figure 2), 
corresponds a telephone subscriber and manages the data of said subscriber 
(inherent), wherein said subscriber's data includes a subscriber's telephone number in 
his or her house; and, a power source cut-off device for catching a phone call issued 
from said call center through said telephone line to perform the control of a power 
source cut-off operation (figure 4, column 5 line 28 to line 43 of column 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the call center, as taught by Feuerstein, to 
the system of Hartman. The motivation for incorporating the two systems is to allow the 
call center (alarm monitoring company) to control the appliances for the subscriber while 
he/she is on vacation or not available when something goes wrong. 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Hartman and Feuerstein discloses the 
power source cut-off using a call center as specified in claim 10 and as discussed 
above, Feuerstein further discloses that the customer's data such as telephone number 
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are stored in the database server of a call center (column 2 line 39 to column 3 line 48), 
and issuing a phone call to said house of said subscriber on behalf of said subscriber 
through a telephone line on the basis of the contents of said data of said subscriber 
having been stored; and, performing the control of a power source cut-off operation on 
the basis of the telephone number of said telephone set which has received said phone 
call in the previous step of issuing said phone call (see flow charts figures 3-4 and 
column 4 line 57 to column 6 line 21). 

Regarding claim 12, Feuerstein further discloses that a plurality of the data of 
subscribers are provided in said database server; and, in said step of storing and 
recognizing, the data of one of said subscribers who has made a phone call is searched 
to make a return call to said one of said subscribers ("matching caller ID" column 3 lines 
7-48). 

Regarding claim 13, it is obvious that only telephone number capable of initiating 
said power source cut-off operation is limited to those having been registered in said 
call center. The motivation is the permission (you would not want just anybody to control 
your appliances without your permission). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 3-5 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The present invention relates to an outlet tap, a power source cut-off system 
and a power source cut-off method, and more particularly to an outlet tap, a power 
source cut-off system and a power source cut-off method, which enables a user to 
shut down the power supply of his or her electrical appliance through a telephone line 
even when the user is out of his or her house. 

Independent claim 3 identifies the uniquely distinct features of " a power source 
cut-off system constructed of: an outlet tap which is connected with a domestic 
commercial power source to supply electric power to an electrical appliance; and, a 
telephone set connected with an external telephone line to control said outlet tap, 
characterized in that said outlet tap comprises: an outlet with which said electrical 
appliance is connected: a power source cut-off device for interrupting said power source 
at said outlet: a receiver means for receiving a radio signal issued from said telephone 
set: and, a control means for controlling said power source cut-off device on the basis of 
said radio signal having been received in said receiver means, and characterized in that 
said telephone set comprises: a control signal receiver means for receiving a control 
signal having been transmitted through said external telephone line: and, a transmitter 
means for transmitting said radio signal to said outlet tap on the basis of said control 
signal receiver means ". 

The closest prior art, Hartman and Berg (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
Number U.S. 2004/0196142 A1) disclose conventional remote disconnect system, 
either singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the above underlined 
limitations obvious. 
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7. Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 7, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, specifically wherein the outlet tap comprises: a signal generator 
means for showing the result in power source cut-off operation of said electrical 
appliance conducted at said outlet; and, a transmitter means for radio transmitting a 
radio signal representing said result in power source cut-off operation to said power 
source cut-off device, said radio signal representing said result in power source cut-off 
operation being prepared in said signal generator means, wherein said power source 
cut-off device further comprises a receiver means for receiving said radio signal issued 
from said transmitter means of said outlet tap. 

Regarding claim 8, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, specifically wherein said power source cut-off device further 
comprises: a voice guide choosing means for choosing a voice guide in report of the 
result in analysis of the result of said power source out-off operation on the basis of said 
radio signal having been received in said receiver means, said power source cut-off 
operation being conducted in said outlet of said outlet tap; and, a playback means for 
reproducing said voice guide, wherein said voice guide reports said result to a user 
having been selected by said voice guide choosing means. 
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Regarding claim 9, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, specifically wherein said power source cut-off device comprises: a 
phone-call reply means for replying a phone call; a confirmation means for confirming 
whether or not said phone call contains a preset power source cut-off number in reply to 
said phone call; and, a power source cut-off operation carrying out means for carrying 
out said power source cut-off operation on the basis of said phone call in the case 
where said phone call contains said preset power source cut-off number which is 
confirmed by said confirmation means. 



CONCLUSION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonny TRINH whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7927. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward URBAN can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 8.442 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2618 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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